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RECOGNIZING HUMAN TECH-
NOLOGIES CORPORATION AND
THE ABILITYONE PROGRAM

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2011

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize a program, which in the last several
years, has helped more than 47,000 Ameri-
cans who are blind or who have significant
disabilities gain skills and training that ulti-
mately led to gainful employment: The
AbilityOne Program.

The AbilityOne Program harnesses the pur-
chasing power of the Federal Government to
buy products and services from participating
community-based nonprofit agencies that are
dedicated to training and employing individuals
with disabilities. This program affords Ameri-
cans with disabilities the opportunity to acquire
job skills and training, receive good wages
and benefits, and gain greater independence
and quality of life.

This comes in a segment of the population
that has suffered from significant unemploy-
ment. But opportunities through the AbilityOne
Program have come a long way in helping to
bring people with disabilities into a working so-
ciety. | am proud to acknowledge that Human
Technologies Corporation, also known as
HTC, represents one of the many Social En-
terprises dedicated to the mission of enhanc-
ing the lives of people with disabilities.

HTC is a company made up of six diverse
businesses which provide a wide-range of re-
sources that expand opportunities for people
with disabilities in New York and provide high
quality products and services for Federal cus-
tomers throughout the United States and
Puerto Rico. A DLA Not for Profit Vendor of
the Year recipient, HTC manufactures apparel
and equipage items for several branches of
the military and provides sophisticated em-
ployee uniform program management and dis-
tribution of apparel to thousands of Federal ci-
vilian employees for the U.S. Forest Service,
Army Corps of Engineers and will soon man-
age the Air Force Civilian Police uniform pro-
gram. In addition to the manufacture and dis-
tribution of apparel and equipage, HTC pro-
vides building maintenance and associated
groundskeeping services for GSA, NAVFAC
and the Air Force. HTC performs to the high-
est standards and does so through the em-
ployment of individuals with significant disabil-
ities. In 2010 HTC provided more than 416
jobs for persons with disabilities and an addi-
tional 123 jobs for people without disabilities
resulting in more than 415,400 hours of em-
ployment.

HTC, and its Property Management Group
division, is responsible for the cleaning of my
district office in Utica. | could not be more
pleased with the service provided by these
men and women. | am proud to say that
among the workforce is a Vietham War Vet-
eran with a disability named Herb. Herb has

been employed by HTC for more than 24
years. His dedication and quality work allows
me to be of even greater service to my con-
stituents every day. | was also visited this past
month in my Washington D.C. office by an-
other AbilityOne/HTC employee named Sandy.
Sandy is a sewing machine operator and cuts
and sews trousers and shirts for the thou-
sands of Federal employees HTC serves in its
uniform program line of business. HTC and
the AbilityOne Program have given individuals
like Herb and Sandy exactly what every Amer-
ican wants and deserves—an opportunity.
They have been afforded countless ways to
make a difference in both their lives, and in
ours, each day and we as a community, and
as a country, benefit from their hard work,
skills and dedication.

HTC believes that work is inherently dig-
nified and fulfilling, and that individuals with
disabilities and other barriers to employment
deserve the opportunity to work and to
achieve their fullest potential. The direct im-
pact of such an organization on the lives of
Americans with disabilities cannot be over-
stated and as such, the AbilityOne Program
and Social Enterprises like HTC are invalu-
able.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
extend my support to the AbilityOne Program.
| also want to commend the dedication and
commitment of Richard E. Sebastian, Jr.,
HTC’s President and Chief Executive Officer
and his staff for helping individuals who are
blind or have significant disabilities find em-
ployment. Their work helps people live fuller
lives and become contributors to each of their
communities and to our country. | also com-
mend each AbilityOne employee who works
every day to provide valuable products and
services to Federal agencies throughout this
great land and in so doing, improve their own
lives by engaging in meaningful work.

———
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
last month, | met in my office with Joseph
Petrowski, who is the Chief Executive Officer
of the Cumberland Gulf Group of Companies,
headquartered in the district of my friend and
colleague, the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. MARKEY). | was interested in meeting with
Mr. Petrowski to get his view of the current
debate that is going on as to whether or not
we should be taking action at the Federal level
to curb speculation in the energy industry. As
Mr. Petrowski notes in the accompanying let-
ter, the Cumberland Gulf Group includes “Gulf
Oil, which distributes motor fuels through a
network of more than 3,500 gasoline stations
in over 27 States, 12 proprietary oil terminals,

and more than 70 other supply terminals.” As
he notes, “Gulf Oil supplies gasoline, heating
oil, diesel fuel, jet fuel and kerosense through
its terminal network.”

Mr. Speaker, the central point is that Mr.
Petrowski, as someone who is in the business
of selling various forms of fuel, for the ultimate
purchase by individual consumers, rebuts
those who argue that speculation is irrelevant
to the price that is paid at the pump and else-
where by consumers, as Mr. Petrowski notes
in the accompanying letter, “Today with price
levels more volatile than ever, prices higher
than ever, and open interest larger than ever,
and both exchange and off exchange volume
of trade a double digit multiple to physical
usage, there is little doubt that speculation is
a key determinant of prices and may very well
be the determining factor in setting prices.”

Mr. Speaker, this point deserves great em-
phasis—to repeat, because of the centrality of
this to our policy debate, the CEO of one of
the leading distributors of gasoline, oil and die-
sel fuel affirms, based on the experience he
has had in this industry for many years and
the current economics, “there is little doubt
that speculation is the key determinant of
prices and may very well be the determining
factor in setting prices.”

Mr. Speaker, there has been a totally mis-
guided effort here in this House to slash funds
for the Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion and the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, and to suspend until late next year
the authority given by the Financial Reform bill
to Federal regulators to limit speculation. Mr.
Petrowski makes very clear that the effect of
this is to add to higher prices through un-
checked speculation, and given the authority
that he brings to this issue, | ask that his very
thoughtful letter on this subject be printed
here.

| know, Mr. Speaker, that in addition to af-
firming the importance of speculation, Mr.
Petrowski makes some other thoughtful sug-
gestions about legislative changes and it is my
intention to study these carefully and after that
talk with my colleagues on the Financial Serv-
ices Committee about acting on Mr.
Petrowski’s suggestions in some respects. But
the key point is to affirm here what one of the
leading voices in the fuel business thinks
about speculation and the impact it has on the
prices ultimately paid by retailers.

CUMBERLAND GULF GROUP
OF COMPANIES,
Framingham, MA, July 7, 2011.
Hon. BARNEY FRANK,
U.S. House of Representatives, Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE FRANK: While I un-
derstand some of the criticism of the Dodd-
Frank legislation, no legislation and no re-
form effort is ever going to be perfect. All
administrative oversight and legislative re-
sponse is a continuous process as markets
and technologies evolve. Dodd-Frank was not
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